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2017 POLY/PMSE Student Chapters
The Membership Committee awarded the University of Michigan POLY/PMSE Student Chapter
with "best POLY Chapter" for their activities in 2016. Outstanding achievements for the chapter
in the past year include several initiatives in polymer science education and outreach. The chapter’s
“Exploring Polymer Science” outreach initiative included visits to 15 K-12 schools ( ~1700
students) in the greater Detroit area. Chapter involvement in Xplore Engineering, an event to teach
children and grandchildren of UM alumni about various aspects of engineering, was highly
successful and well-received in the community. The UM student chapter’s outreach efforts were
summarized in a recent manuscript on strategies to incorporate polymer science in the classroom,
which was submitted to the Journal of Chemical Education. The chapter also improved its polymer
fundamentals boot camp, a collection peer-led lectures, designed to introduce undergraduates to
polymer science and engineering concepts and to strengthen graduate students’ knowledge base.
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2016 POLY/PMSE Student Chapters
The Membership Committee awarded the University of Florida’s POLY/PMSE Student Chapter
with "best POLY Chapter" for their activities in 2015. In addition to community outreach and
social events, two activities set them above the rest. The Chapter established a polymer symposium
at the ACS Florida Annual Meeting and Exposition (FAME) and organizing the Soft Matter
Applied Research and Technology Symposium (UF SMARTS) at the University of Florida. At the
FAME symposium there were five faculty and six student presentations, and 26 student posters.
The UF SMARTS symposia brought together approximatly 50 people from eight different
divisions from across campus.

POLY Student Chapter Award: (l-r) Megan Hill (Univ. of Florida), K. Haider, (POLY Chair),
and S. Orski (NIST)
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2015 POLY/PMSE Student Chapters
The Membership Committee awarded the University of Southern Mississippi the POLY/PMSE
Student Chapter award at the ACS National Meeting in Denver, CO. The Chapter plans to use the
award to support their chapter activities including bringing in outside speakers from industry,
academia and government, running a science café on polymer science and the role of polymers in
technology, and participating in Recylcethon 2015 to promote better recycling practices.

POLY/PMSE Outstanding Student Chapter
(l-r) D. Patton and A. Fogel (Univ. of Southern Mississippi), R. Advincula (POLY Chair), and
Sergio Granados-Focil (Clark Univ.)
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2014 POLY/PMSE Student Chapters
The Membership Committee awarded the University of Michigan the POLY Student Chapter
award at the ACS National Meeting in Dallas TX. The Chapter plans to use the award to support
a seminar given by leading polymer researchers from both academia and industry, develop an
outreach program to teach high school students about careers in polymer-related fields, and support
a student networking event that will take place in October 2014 during the 38th annual
Macromolecular Symposium at University of Michigan. A similar event was held at the
Macomolecular Symposium in years past and was a tremendous success, with 75 students from
eight universities attending, and they hope to grow the event further this year.

The University of Michigan’s ACS Poly/PMSE student chapter, is co-sponsoring the 38th
Annual Macromolecular Science and Engineering Symposium at the University of Michigan on
October 23, 2014. The theme for this year’s symposium is “Hybrid Materials” with emphasis on
surface science and applications. This is a one day symposium with several invited speakers (all
experts in the field of hybrid materials), a poster session, networking events, and a banquet in the
evening. For more details, contact:
Ethan Post Student Representative for the 2014 Macro Symposium Member of the 38th Annual
Macromolecular Science and Engineering Symposium Planning Committee Macromolecular
Science and Engineering University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
Email: erpost@umich.edu
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2013 POLY/PMSE Student Chapters
Three student chapters were recognized at the ACS Spring National Meeting for receiving Student
Chapter Special Activity Grants jointly funded by the POLY and PMSE Divisions. The University
of Florida chapter will use the funding to support a polymer seminar speaker and continue to
establish polymer chemistry outreach activities with local elementary schools. The University of
Southern Mississippi will continue to run their Career Path discussions for students with academic,
industry, and government speakers and promote recycling in the local Mississippi public schools.
The University of Delaware will use their funding to host a student career day. Last year’s Career
Day had 70 student and 20 industrial participants – want to expand this to include a poster session
and poster awards. A networking reception was held for POLY and PMSE graduate students at the
Loews New Orleans Hotel on Monday evening during the ACS Spring National Meeting. The
event was organized and hosted seamlessly by the University of Southern Mississippi
POLY/PMSE Student Chapter. The event was very well attended by a number of graduate and
post-graduate POLY and PMSE members. Look for these types of events at future national
meetings as POLY and PMSE try to further engage their student members.
Current Active Student Chapters:
CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS – DALLAS
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY of AKRON
UNIVERSITY of DELAWARE NEW
UNIVERSITY of FLORIDA NEW

l-r: Top Row Darrin Pochan (Univ. of Delaware), David Martin (PMSE Chair),
and Kevin Cavicchi (POLY Membership Chair). Middle Row: Gregory Tew
(POLY Chair), Brooks Abel (USM), and Brent Sumerlin (Univ. of Florida).
Bottom Row: Emily Hoff (USM), Derek Patton (USM),
and Pascale Atallah (Univ. of Florida)
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2012 POLY/PMSE Student Chapters
FALL:
We are continuing our efforts to grow POLY/PMSE student chapters and encourage them to
promote POLY, PMSE and polymer science through on-campus and outreach events. As you can
see from the reports from each chapter below, great things are happening! In addition, POLY was
awarded an Innovative Projects Grant from the ACS to host a Student Chapter Symposium at the
Graduate Polymer Research Conference at Case Western Reserve University in May for student
chapters to share ideas with each other and give advice to potential new chapters on getting started.
CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
The CWRU chapter will host the 2013 Polymer Initiative of Northeast Ohio (PINO) Conference
and Job Fair, an entirely student sponsored event. Representatives from 15 companies will
participate in the Job Fair and provide networking and job search advice and conduct on campus
interviews with students about to graduate from schools in Northeast Ohio.
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
The U of M chapter organized an invited lecture with alumni Dr. Lirong Bao, Technical Manager
of the Advanced Technology Group at Henkel Adhesive Technologies in Bridgewater, NJ. Lirong
spoke on the “Utilization of Silver Nanoparticles in Conductive Applications”.

(l to r) Alica Smith, Dr. Lirong Bao, and Daniel Flynn

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
The USC chapter has been putting its grant from POLY and PMSE to good use. In their seminar
series, Professors Sanat Kumar (Columbia U.) and Tim Long (VPI) have visited so far. In August,
the chapter hosted their inaugural Industrial Networking Event. Representatives from 14
companies took part in a student-led panel discussion, an exposition, a poster session, and a
networking social.
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI
This chapter has been hard at work with on several initiatives including preparing resume booklets
to showcase undergraduate and graduate students at local and national meetings, providing
outreach events at local grade schools to promote polymers and recycling initiatives, and hosting
lunches with invited seminar speakers to support networking.
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS – DALLAS
UT-Dallas is the newest student chapter. During the summer, they participated in the George A.
Jeffrey Nano-xplorer program, mentoring 6 highschool students and 4 undergraduates. This
allowed
them to nurture young, interested minds by giving students projects in the field of polymer
chemistry and helping them achieve their goals. They are also are working to connect with students
at SMU, UNT, UTA, and the University of Dallas to expand polymer student activity in Northeast
Texas.

Spring
The major news item is the merging of POLY and PMSE graduate student chapters into
POLY/PMSE student chapters. This effort has received broad support from both the PMSE and
POLY Divisions and should help the student chapters swell their ranks by recruiting from a broader
range of disciplines.
This year at the spring ACS meeting two student chapters were recognized for receiving the
inaugural funding awards that are jointly administered by the POLY and PMSE divisions. The
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University of Southern Mississippi chapter was awarded $1,000 to bring one academic and one
industrial scientist seminar speaker to campus,support a recycling outreach program in local public
schools and provide professional development activities to chapter members. The University of
South Carolina chapter was awarded $1,000 to sponsor a lecture series in polymer science bringing
in speakers from academia, government and industry. Each award had a matching cost-share of
$1,000 from the student chapter. The next call for proposals will be in fall 2012 and is open to all
active POLY/PMSE student chapters.

(l to r) B. Benicewicz (USC Chapter Advisor), K. Cavicchi, (Univ.
of Akron), M. Mollelo (USC Chapter President),
J. Mabry, (POLY Chair), R. Hensarling (USM Chapter President),
and D. Patton (USM Chapter Advisor)
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2011 POLY/PMSE Student Chapters
University of Southern Mississippi POLY/PMSE Student Chapter:
2011 - Introducing the newest student chapter at the University of Southern Mississippi.
We are excited to launch the POLY Student Chapter at the University of Southern Mississippi this
fall semester. Planning has been underway to provide members with a social environment that
promotes networking, mentorship, and outreach. We are currently establishing key contacts
between industrial and professional associations encouraging science-related interactions outside
the department, not only allowing for a partnership between students and potential employers but
also educating the community about polymer science. Throughout the year, we plan to host
seminars with invited professors within the polymer science community,conduct professional
development workshops, and teach the next generation of scientists what polymers are and how
they are used. We are looking forward to what this upcoming year unfolds for our Chapter.
Ryan Hensarling, USM POLY Chapter President

Student Chapter Committee (l to r) Treasurer: Emily Hoff, Secretary: Brad Sparks, Vice President:
Sarah Exley, President: Ryan Hensarling, Faculty Advisor: Professor Derek Patton
University of Texas-Dallas POLY/PMSE Student Chapter:
2011- This is a year of many achievements starting with the establishment of the POLY Student
Chapter in UTD, collaborations with other student Associations, participation in academic
activities, symposia and two ACS conferences.
This summer, UTD-PSC participated in the George A. Jeffrey Nano-xplorer program, a well
recognized program in Texas. UTD-PSC members guided young Nanoxplorer undergraduate
students in learning experiences and won the “Tech Titans of the Future” Award for this
involvement. UTD-PSC members, actively involved in ACS national conferences, presented their
work in oral and poster presentations and attended the POLY Board meeting. Since some of the
members of UTD-PSC were former members of the Clemson University POLY student chapter,
we are planning to keep an information bridge with Clemson to exchange updates, improvements
and suggestions between the Clemson University POLY Student Chapter and UTD-PSC. We are
also collaborating with the UTD Chemistry Student Association (CSA) which will help to enlarge
our Student Chapter and involve undergraduates. In the upcoming semester, UTD-PSC plans to
discuss future events, develop strategies for fundraising, and spread information about ACS
fellowships and awards. We also plane to invite speakers representing local industries to talk about
industrial experience and job opportunities in the polymer field. Babloo Sharma, UDT POLY
Chapter President
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University of Michigan POLY/PMSE Student Chapter:
2011 - We have been very active this year. In May, many of our POLY members volunteered at
the Hands-On Museum of Ann Arbor during the Hands-On Chemistry Demo Weekend. We
explained to kids the role chemistry plays in fun demos such as “bracelet making with UV color
changing beads” and “Acid/Base invisible ink: paint with lemon juice”. We are preparing for our
Macromolecular Science and Engineering 35th Annual Symposium, which is scheduled for
October 27th. Professor Laine will be awarding the first Charles G. Overberger Research prize to
Professor Yoshio Yokamoto from Nagoya University. Daniel Flynn, UM POLY Chapter President

Case Western Reserve University POLY/PMSE Student Chapter:
University of South Carolina POLY/PMSE Student Chapter:
Clemson University POLY/PMSE Student Chapter:

