
Organizers: Jeffrey Self (Arizona State University), Christine Coltrain (Eastman Kodak Company – retired), Christopher Ellison 

(University of Minnesota), Ross Behling (3M), and Katherine Heifferon (Eastman Kodak Company)

The recognition symposium ”Excellence in Graduate Polymer Research” will be held at the ACS National 

Meeting on March 22-26, 2026, in Atlanta, GA. This symposium is meant to provide recognition to 

outstanding graduate students engaged in polymer research. POLY has honored outstanding polymer 

graduate students with this annual symposium for over 20 years.  The symposium will consist entirely of 

presentations by students.

Congratulations to the 2026 Excellence Symposium cohort! 
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The symposium is publicized broadly via POLY media channels and listserv. The organizers request departments 

nominate one outstanding graduate student to present their research at Spring ACS national conferences. Nominations 

and submissions are processed starting in August. A description of the application process and contact information can 

be found at: 

Thank you to our generous 

sponsors and supporters!
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Excellence in Graduate Polymer Research Symposium – 2026
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