Excellence in Graduate Polymer Research Symposium - 2026

Organizers: Jeffrey Self (Arizona State University), Christine Coltrain (Eastman Kodak Company - retired), Christopher Ellison
(University of Minnesota), Ross Behling (3M), and Katherine Heifferon (Eastman Kodak Company)

The recognition symposium “Excellence in Graduate Polymer Research” was held at the ACS National
Meeting on March 22-26, 2026, in Atlanta, GA. This symposium is meant to provide recognition to
outstanding graduate students engaged in polymer research. POLY has honored outstanding polymer
graduate students with this annual symposium for over 20 years. The symposium consists entirely of

presentations by students.
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The symposium is publicized broadly via POLY media channels and listserv. The organizers request departments
nominate one outstanding graduate student to present their research at Spring ACS national conferences. Nominations
and submissions are processed starting in August. A description of the application process and contact information can

be found at:

https://polyacs.org/excellence-in-graduate-polymer-research-symposium/
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Layer-by-layer Ti3C2Tz MXene/polyelectrolyte heterostructures with
structural color for opticalfiltering and humidity sensing
Poly(4-methoxystyrene)-block-poly(2-vinylfuran) Copolymers:
Sustainable block copolymers by Living Anionic Polymerization (LAP)
From random polymers to protective HP folds: Precursors of prebiotic
catalysts in the molecular origins of life

Controlled synthesis of telechelic polypeptides through ROP of N-
Carboxyanhydride via phosphate kinetic modulator
Norbornene-based organoboron polymers with stimuli-responsive
characteristics

Recipients of outstanding nominations were recognized by
the Journal of Polymer Science/Wiley at the ACS meeting
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